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THE MAJORITY. 

By Tracy Robinson. 

How fare they all, they of the pulWl faces. 

Beyond our power to beckon their return ? 

How is it with them in the shadow places ? 
llow shall we learn 

Their solemn secret ? How can we discover. 

By an earnest seeking, the true way 
Unto the knowing in what realm they hover, 

In what highway. 

Or in what somber shadows of the night 
They are now so hidden from our sight? 

We question vainly. Yet it somehow pleases, 
When they have spoken the last good-bye. 

It somehow half the pain of parting eases, 

That in the sky, 

In the vast solitudes of stars and spaces, 

There may be consciousness and life ami hope. 
And that whan we must yield to death’s embraces. 
There mav be scope 
For the unfolding of the better powers, 

So sadly stilled in this life of ours. 


There was a mistake in the piece of poetry in the last 
number oE the xv Basket.” The hist line in the lirst 
stanzas, should read— 

To some sail (not and) hearts and tearful e>es. 


A Kind and Wise Four-Footed Friend. 

A paper published in England, called the Birm¬ 
ingham Mail, tells of an incident which shows that 
there are at leait a few boys in England who oug 1 
to read “ Our Dumb Animals, ’ and learn the es- 
sous of kindness it teaches, and also shows that 
there is one horse in England who couhi not be 
more humane if he were human, suit t.u ic« » 

excellent paper all his liie. 

It seems a horse and goat had been puta pas¬ 
ture together, and were very warm Inend,s. A path 
across the field made a short cut o ■ 

a factory near, and some rough, 
when crossing the field, thought i „ ■ 

throw stones at the goat, and e' eI ' ^ \ ^.,,<1 

Sticks. But the goat had a delender tl c ho.i s had 

not counted on, and they were surp I horse 

to take to their heels and run away whe thc horse 
came rushing at them from anothep.f Urn 
held, showing every indication ot being an D n,a„ 

ready to light for his triend. . * t » je ffoa t 

still they kept up their l^'^^ B one 

day alter day, until one d.13 .* fl„ng him 

of the boys by the coat-collar and 
clean over'the 1,edge intoMhe ^ #)ld the 

After that the goat "as 1 J „ rut h er than 

cowards went “the long wa> to un , j 

ran the risk of being "Xvnowfeared, 

hoist over the fence by the horse they now 


Friday, January 3, isoo. Whole Xo. 57. 


There see ms to be a strange perverseness i n some men 
who urge taking the tax off of rum and tobacco, both 
injurious to the human system, and destroy thousands of 
lives every year, and entail untold misery, want and suf¬ 
fering, whilst they would retain the tax on. sugar, a nu- 
triciousand wholesome article, and indispensable in eve¬ 
ry family, rich and poor. The Chicago Herald (Deni.) 
perpetrates the following lines on the subject: 

O, the tax-strangled banners in sorrow must dap 
O'er the land where the tariff is stealing the sap, 
Where a luxury’s something the poor seldom see. 
Where blankets are taxed, but where whiskey is free. 
The head of the nation will earnestly try 
To lessen the cost of tobacco and rye. 

Ye imor of the earth, to America come. 

The land of the free—free tobacco and rum. 


Ex-Minister Phelps, in an address, on a certain occa¬ 
sion, said, *■ It used to be an applauded political maxim 
‘ Measures, not Men.’ I vein me to deny the soundness 
of this maxim, and propose in its place, * Men, not Mea¬ 
sures.’ I think the First need of a good government, like 
the first need of a large business incorporation, is the 
right man to administer it; right in character, in abili¬ 
ty, in patriotism, and in disinterestedness. . . . Better 
a bundled times, an honest and capable administration 
of an erroneous policy than a corrupt and incapable ad¬ 
ministration of a good one.” 

[This has been the sentiment and practice of the ed¬ 
itor of the “ Basket,” for many years.] 

Education alone will not make a mail a good cit¬ 
izen. Burroughs, the celebrated train-robber, 
highly educated, was a model young man in his 
native village, taught school there, and was the 
head of the local Sunday School. His real name 
is Burch. After holding various public offices, he 
became a highway-man. 


The Advantage of being a Boy. 

A. Jacob's (13 years old) Graduating Composition : 
• k A boy is not so skittish as a girl: He takes a mouse, 
liich would scare his sister half to death, ties a s ring 
> its tail, and swings it over Ins head. Then he i* m 
is glory and laughs at his sister, who is looking for a 
not-hole to hide in. He wears no lace bibsor comets, 
Btticoats or skirts. A boy possesses ten times inoie 
Iteek than a girl, but if he ever does any ,K ‘ 

ivns up to it with a bright,-smiling tare, (nrls me a 
rent deal of trouble to their parents, who have to keep 
ie!n until somebody falls in love with them and mar- 

es lliem. Nut so with the boy. 1 .V^Tu‘th lY-ifl'-Tflo 

ySStar -rfsi 

-ork while tlie hov, the s|imk of iniuikiiiil, is pnttiufr 

‘hey are the standard-bearers ol the woihl. 

Flossie is six years old. “ Mamma,” she asked one 
f I rret married will I have to have a husband 
f’,..'-' 5 yes,” replied the mother with an amused 
u “ \ ml if f don't get married will 1 have to be an 
mle. . "V v , iv \u> “Yes.” *■ Mamma,al- 
5*;^ its a tough world for us women,ain't it?” 
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Borough Commissioners meet in the Town Hall on the ist 
Wednesday evening in each month. Visitors admitted. 

Christmsts and New Years for the presut season have 
passed and gone, and a great many men and women, 
boys and girls, have received and given tokens of good 
will, and been made happy and cheerful. But, sad to 
say, there hasa'.so been much wrong-doing during the 
holidays, resulting in violence, and in some eases in the 
destruction of life, owing mostly to alcoholic chinks. 

Our Churches and the Holidays. 

The Baptist Sunday School had their Christmas cele¬ 
bration < n Monday evening, Dec. 23, consisting of vari¬ 
ous exercises, singing, speaking, etc., and a box of candy 
and an orange given to the older scholars, and to the 
girls of the Infant School, a box of candy and a doll, 
whilst the boys got the candy and a bag of marbles. 

We stepped into Grace Episcopal Church on Saturday 
evening last, where the rector. Rev. Mr. Murray, was 
making an address to the children—at the close of which 
each Sunday School scholar was presented with a book 
and a box of candies. 

At the Presbyterian Church, there was a song-service 
on Sunday evening las 4 :, interspersed with shoitand in¬ 
teresting talks by the pastor. Rev. Mr. Werner, who 
spoke of the many and great calamities, by land and by 
sea. that had corne upon our country during the past 
year, yet we had much, very much, to be thankful for, 
and then at each interval, two or tliren suitable verses 
were sung, closing up with ‘ Shining Shore. 51 

The Methodists had their Sunday School treat for 
the children on Friday evening last, at which a box of 
candies and an orange was given to each of the scholars, 
teachers and officers, and some of the teachers made ad¬ 
ditional presents of hooks, etc., to their scholars. Some 
speeches, and singing by the Infant School. 

That branch of Friends known as Micksite, also, had 
a Sunday School gathering in Grangers 1 llall, at which 
there were speeches and readings. They had a regular 
dinner, in which old and young participated. After this, 
the children were given each a box of candy and an or¬ 
ange. This entertainment took place on Friday last. 


A Wedding. — L. Frank Ilurff and Maggie W. 
Taylor were married at the bride’s residence, Dec. 18th, 
at 1 P. M. Rev. P. Cline performed the ceremony. 
A large company of invited guests were present, and 
there were numerous piv.senIs. some of which are quite 
valuable. They have our good wishes. 


Rev. Mr. Cline and most of his family, we are sorry 
to learn, have been suffering with bad colds. 

John Field lias been appointed Pust-Mnster for Phila¬ 
delphia in place of Win. Uarrity, whose term hasexpired 

Quite a long yam has been spun about somebody see¬ 
ing Mr. Ditmau in Iladdonlield. That’s all bosli! We 
*re of the opinion that- when this missing man “turns 
up, 51 it will be in a far distant place from these parts. The 
) at that was found in the Schuylkill, and said to have 
Lien worn by him, may have been put there to mislead. 


An adjourned meeting; of citizens of the town, with Judge Clement 
as chairman and Ur. Stevenson, secretary, was held Monday evening 
at the Town Hall, to hear the Report of the Committee, appointed u 
a previous meeting respecting the improvement of Main street. Tito 
report was adopted, and un motion the committee continued. 

Then followed a general diseussiun, in which there were as many 
opinions, perhaps, as llitre were persons in the room, tho’ it was prettv 
well filled. As to the w.dth of the proposed stone road, 14.15. i6 t j-: 
iS, 20, up to 25 feet, was named. But so far as we could judge, 18 feet 
seemed to have the most friends. And then, if certain things were done 
or not done, Some persons would withdraw their subscriptions, in 
whole or in paJt, whilst others, if their views were carried out. were 
willing to double llu-ir subscriptions. Judge Clement suggested that 
the work should begin :;l < heslnut street and work both ways as long 
as money would hold out. This would cover the worst part of the 
street, and the work to be continued when mure money was raised. 
Others insisted that it should begin at the rail road. Some piuposeci 
to remove the mud to the depth of 12 inches for a road-bed; otheis 
said the stones Could be laid as well right on top of the mud. 

The 1 ommitlee had obtained subscriptions to quite a large amount, 
audit had been underwood all along, we believe, that the munei! 
when collected, should be placed in the hands of the Borough » um- 
missioners. who have the control of the streets, and that they should 
have the work done. YVe are assured, however, by one uf the Com¬ 
missioners, that llie gravel lli.v now have, wi.l make a good, hard 
road. If that is so. why not give it a fair trial, and go slow about an 
expensi /e stone road ? The amount subscribed was something less 
than 11600. even if all is paid, but it was staled that it would require 
$2200 to S2500. to build a stone road, and then he only an experiment. 


Mrs. J. Ellen Foster, who, with some of her friends, 
recently seceded from the Christian Womens 1 Temper¬ 
ance Union, comes out in defence of Vice-President 
Morton in obtaining a license to sell liquor in his lawn 
house at Washington, on the ground of necessity! it 
may be t hat her secession was a relief, as with her ideas 
she could be no good to the C. W. T. U. 


President Harrison has appointed another man to a 
high olliee, who favors the liquor interests. Justice 
Stanley Matthews having died, David J. Brewster has 
been selected to till the vacancy its Associate Justice in 
the Supreme Court of the United States. As a Judge 
in a lower Court, he had already given two or three de¬ 
cisions in favor of the breweries and liquor men, and 
there are apprehensions that much of the temperance 
work that lias been done will be nullified. 


YVe have received cmr full share of Christmas and New Years' re¬ 
membrances. both beautiful and substantial. Thanks to our friends. 

Rev. Mr. Units is announced to preach for the Meth¬ 
odists next Sunday, both morning and evening. 

The builders are progressing rapidly with the build¬ 
ings of the Electric Light Plant, the chimney bc.ug 
about finished, and other work going forward. 

A Social Reception was given by the Ladies 1 Com- 
inittee at Ibe Reading Room of the iladdon Athen©»m 
on Wednesday evening, J.t.,. ]. 1890. Two large rooms, 
! nicely decorated, were well filled with visitors. Coffee, Chocolate. 
Cakes, &c.. were served graluously. YVe congratulate the ladi-s* M 
their efforts to gel together so nice a company, socially. Ail present, 
old and youn*, seemed lu enjov themselves, and enter in tlie spun 
of the design. It was altogether'a very pleasant affair. 

The New Year was ushered in without much nohe 
I in Iladdoufield. There were a few persons in the t«»wn« 
having no regard for the old, the weary and suffering, 
who indulged in Lite senseless habit of shooting gu |,s - 
pistols, etc. They were but few ; may the number gr° lV 
less, and a more rational way be adopted. 

There seems to be no doubt now that McGowan. 
lawyer, committed suicide, in consequence, it is N'P' 
posed, of chagrin, owing to the loss of two important 
law suits he was conducting. Sad. 

The Agents Guide," is published monthly in New York, nl ClftV 
cents a year. YVe see 110 name mentioned as publisher. 

A nice, large sheet Almanac for ifiqu, received from D. 1 . Reillv&Co., 
New York, manufacturers of composition for Printers'Rollers. 

At a foot-ball game at; Evanston. Ind.. recently. 01 )" 
of the players had his jaw fractured, anti another** 
badly hurt in me of his eyes as to be likely to lose it. 



